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Timeline of Church Records 

 

BAPTISM RECORD HEADINGS 

 

Year, 
month, 
day 
 

Name 
of 
priest 

Name of 
baptized 
(child) 

RC Not M F Leg. Illegit
. 

Still-
born 

House # & 
district 

Midwife 

Birth Bapt. 

1563

Catholics in 
Europe 
required to 
keep birth and 
marriage 
registers 

1590s

Earliest 
surviving 
registers

1614

Catholics 
required to 
keep death 
registers

1620

Most Catholic 
parishes begin 
keeping death 
records

1781

Toleration 
Patent legalizes 
non-Catholic 
church registers

1784

All religions 
required to keep 
registers under 
Catholic 
supervision

1790s

Duplicates of 
church books 
made for civil 
purposes

1840

Separate 
Protestant 
registers 
become legal

1868

Separate 
Jewish records 
become legal



  
 

 

Father Mother Godparents 

Full name, standing, occupation, 
residence, and house number 

Full name, her father and 
mother, place of her birth, their 
house number, district 

Full names, 
standing/occupation, 
residence and house number 

MARRIAGE RECORD HEADINGS 

 
Year Place Clergy who performed marriage Groom and Bride 

Month and 
Day 

Name and 
house 
number 

priest, chaplain authorized Full names, standing/occupation, 
residence and house number; full 
names and standing/occupations of 
parents.  



  
 

 
Religion Age Marital 

Status 
Witnesses Notes 

RC  Not Years single, 
widowed 

Full names, 
status/occupation, 
house number, 
signatures if they 
can write, or their 
mark 

This can include: permission from a civil or 
military office, legal age, certificate of 
baptism, permission of a father for a minor, 
or exemptions, dispensations. 

BURIAL RECORD HEADINGS 

 
Year, month and day Name Deceased 

Death  Burial Priest Full name of the deceased. For children: full names and 
standing/occupation of parents. For wives or widows: their husband 
and parents 



  
 

 

Name Marital 
Status 

Religion Gender Age Place Cause of 
Death 

Notes 

Place 
and 
house 
number  

M S RC Not M F Y M D Burial According to 
witness’s 
report 

Sudden or violent 
death? Last rites? 
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Additional Resources 
• Czech word list 
• Czech handwriting helps 
• Czech record reading aids 
• Content of church records  
• German word list 
• Latin word list 
• Czech Research Group on FamilySearch communities 
• 20-minute research consultations 


