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The content of this video, as well as the thoughts, views, and opinions
expressed herein belong solely to the creator and do not necessarily reflect
the views of FamilySearch International and RootsTech.



Target Audience

* People with ancestors from Okinawa who are

seeking koseki family registers from Japanese
municipal oftices

* For background on how to request koseki,
please refer to 3-part series from RootsTech
2022
(https://www.familysearch.org/rootstech/seri
es/how-to-request-japanese-koseki-family-
registers)
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Okinawa Background



Okinawa Geography

Ryukyt Islands (JiEKEE 5 ) — Broad
definition — stretchmg from Kyasha (JLM)
in north to Taiwan (57&) in south
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e Okinawa Islands (iqﬂfﬁ%gﬁ%)
 Miyako Islands (& %1 &)

* Yaeyama Islands (J\E L5 &)
e Daito Islands (KHEFEE)
 Senkaku Islands (2R 5 )
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WA O™ (Okinawa Cities)

A& (Naha-shi) H B (Tomigusuku-shi)
AT (Okinawa-shi) i (Itoman-shi)

5 %5 %11 (Uruma-shi)  Ed &1 (Miyakojima-shi)®
7T (Urasoe-shi) 38T (Ishigaki-shi)”
HEETT (Ginowan-shi) F¥XTi (Nanjo-shi)

2 #1 (Nago-shi)

*th on main island of
Okinawa



i O W] (Okinawa Towns)

FE RS HT (Haebaru-cho) AEFH] (Motobu-cho)
PaJ5 T (Nishihara-cho) 4 @H] (Kin-cho)
J\EEHEAT (Yaese-cho) K BHT (Kumejima-cho)®
JtAHT (Chatan-cho) TTEHWT (Taketomi-cho)”
’?pﬁﬁ}?fﬂT (Yonabaru-cho) S5-#AFEHMT (Yonaguni-cho)®
=% FfHT (Kadena-cho)

th on main i1sland of
Okinawa



HHEDOKRTT (Okinawa Villages)

"4 read as “-son” in Okinawa, instead of typical “-mura”

AT (Yomitan-son) FE4 K (Izena-son)”
IR (Nakagusuku-son) A RHEAFT (Minamidaito-son)”
eI (Kitanakagusuku-son) =4} (Theya-son)”
AR (Onna-son) % B IEAT (Tarama-son)”

SR A (Nakijin-son) FEEAT (Zamami-son)”
HEF AT (Ginoza-son) SREF (Aguni-son)”

®9HF (Kunigami-son) HE SR (Tokashiki-son)”
VLA (Te- §on) Jt KEFT (Kitadaito-son)®
KEBEF (Ogimi-son) A4 EFR (Tonaki-son)”

AT (Higashi-son) *Not on main island of Okinawa



Okinawa History

« Unified Ryukyu Kingdom — 1429
* Satsuma Invasion — 1609
 Independent country
 Tributary to China
 Vassal to Japan
« Considerable trade during closure of Japan to outside

» Okinawa Prefecture established — 1879 (other prefectures in
1872)

« Annexation
* Policy of elimination of Ryukytan culture, language, religion



Okinawa History

« Battle of Okinawa — April 1 to June 22, 1945
» 1/3 of civilian population killed (300,000 people)
« U.S. Military Occupation — 1945 to 1950
« U.S. Civil Occupation — 1950 to 1972
« U.S. Military Presence
* 75% of U.S. military forces in Japan are located in Okinawa
« 18% of the main island of Okinawa under U.S. military control



Ryukyuan Languages

Lumped in Japonic language
family, but Japanese and
Ryukyuan languages are not
mutually intelligible. Ryukyuan
languages also not mutually
intelligible with each other.

e« Amami (f£3E)

» Kunigami (E9H)
e Okinawa (J¥#8)

« Miyako (&)

* Yaeyama (J\EE[L])
* Yonaguni (5-HFH)




Different Surnames

{21 (Sato) 1A~ (Yamamoto) I3 (Higa)

$A (Suzuki) B (Fujii) 4% (Kinjo)

=& (Takahashi) 5 (Tanaka) KI% (Oshiro)

Hrh (Tanaka) =ikE (Takahashi) = (Miyagi)

J£32] (Watanabe) Ff_E (Murakami) Hrid (Aragaki)

FhiE (Ito) i (Sato) EIk (Tamashiro)
LA (Yamamoto) {I£ & A (Sasaki) )5 (Uehara)

14 (Nakamura) 14 (Nakamura) BEA4S (Shimabukuro)
/WK (Kobayashi) # F (Inoue) ~K (Taira)

s (Kato) il (Okada) 1L13% (Yamashiro)
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Okinawan Cultural/Historical Factors
Afttecting Family History

» Favoring

« Ryukyuan religion — indigenous animism and ancestor
worship

e Influence of Chinese recordkeeping — some Okinawa
family records can trace back to BCE China

* Opposing
e Destruction of records in World War 11

» Some reconstruction of destroyed records (koseki,
etc.) in 1950s, but many were not



Okinawan Migration Record Database

Joint effort

 Okinawa Prefectural Library (Naha, Okinawa, Japan)

 Okinawan Genealogical Society of Hawaii (Mililani, Hawaii)

» Center for Okinawa Migration Studies (Nishihara, Okinawa, Japan)

Initiated in 2000 by Okinawa Genealogical Society of Hawaii — gradual
addition and translation of records. Some additional work to be done.

Based on migration records from the Diplomatic Archives of the Japanese
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.



Why is the Okinawan Migration
Record Database a “Game Changer”?

« Based upon Japanese emigration records instead of non-Japanese
immigration records

« Open internet access instead of limited archive access

 Indexed data instead of microfilm images

« Emigration to multiple countries

 Search capabilities in English, Japanese, Portuguese, and Spanish

* Provides A&l (honsekichi “permanent residence”) — key
information for requesting koseki documents

« Sets an important precedent for the Japanese Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and other prefectures



Okinawan Migration Record Database
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Okinawan Migration Record Database 1900-1937

This database was developed in a joint collaboration with the Okinawa Prefectural Library (OPL) in Naha, Okinawa Genealogical

Saociety of Hawaii (0GSH), and Center for Okinawa Migration Studies (COMS) to enable Okinawan pec:-ple around the world to
discover their roots and promote, preserve and perpetuate the Okinawan culture.

You can search the 50,000 emigration records from 1900 to 1937 of Okinawans who ventured from Okinawa to all over the world.

The travel record data is based on the books "Okinawa Prefectural Historical Materials: Modern 5 (Immigratino List I), which is an
excerpt from the "Overseas Passport Subscript” held by Diplomatic Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan.

OPL provides an additional research by using other resources.
Visit 1st Generation Immigration Genealogical Reference Service for more details.

l About this Database ” Resources ]




Okinawan Migration Record Database

MARIE R REM G T — & N — X

-

Ok|nawan%M|grat|on Record Database B i e o

(o_:4iq 11 550 < 2 Center for Okinawa MigrationStudies

l'.' 3
& % g‘ '** ;1

Okinawan Emigrants

Last Name (required) | | First Search for Last Name only (try 1st 2 letters only!)

First Name (required) | | Then pick from available First Names in list.

Birth Year S #### Do Mot use Birth Year & Address until full name is found!

Okinawa Address | |

Destination Country | vl

’ Search ] [ Clear]

Please enter your immigrant's last and first names. You can use their English or kanji names. Partial names are acceptable. As
there are multiple English readings of kanji, you will have better results entering their kanji if you know them. The address can be
a partial entry of the city, town, village or house number. Birth year searched will be between the previous and next entered year.
If you do not know the birth year, you can try obtaining a death certificate from the Board of Health or locating their headstones
and urns at the cemetery.

English Search Tutorial

Kanji Search Tutorial
You can request assistance from our Genealogical Reference Service




Okinawan Migration Record Database
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Okinawan Emigrants

Last Name (required) ‘Higa ‘ First Search for Last Name only (try 1st 2 letters only!)

First Name (required) |UShi | Then pick from available First Names in list.

Birth Year S #### Do Mot use Birth Year & Address until full name is found!

Okinawa Address | |

Destination Country | vl

[ Search ] [ Clear]

Please enter your immigrant’s last and first names. You can use their English or kanji names. Partial names are acceptable. As
there are multiple English readings of kanji, you will have better results entering their kanji if you know them. The address can be
a partial entry of the city, town, village or house number. Birth year searched will be between the previous and next entered year.
If you do not know the birth year, you can try obtaining a death certificate from the Board of Health or locating their headstones
and urns at the cemetery.

English Search Tutorial
Kanji Search Tutorial

You can reguest assistance from our Genealogical Reference Service
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Okinawan Migration Record Database
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Found: 139

If you found someone and see a number under the [View Relatives] column, click on it! Otherwise, click [Show]

Last First Destination Birth Age Sex Travel Passport Relationship Travel Registered House View Show Record
Name Name Country Date Date Date Purpose Domicle Number Relatives All Info #
1 Higa Ushi America 1869 54 M 1924-04-  Household Head Repeat Trip Nakagami-gun 273
H= H FAUA (est) yr 02 Bx B Nakagusuku-
n/a 10 19245482 mura Aza-
mn =] Tomari 1 Show | 33208
sS4 | Show|
10+ Rl ER TR
2 Higa Ushi America 1896 18 F 1915-02- Non-Household Husband's Nakagami-gun 1076
H= s FAUA (est) yr 18 Head Kana's f086 Yobiyose Nishihara-son
n/a 04 191552H Wife */FER Aza-Kochi
mn 18H JERENNEEE 2 Show | 21375
! R
45 t—Otss
A
3 Higa Ushi Brazil 1867- 44 F 1912- 1912-02- Wife Agriculture Shimajiri-gun 910
k= i TSI 11-08  yr 03-10 13 = = Ozato-son Aza-
18675 05 191253 1912528 Inamine
3 Show
1188 mn g108 138 10013
g 4= EREAENTFE
58 FEN—O
4 Higa Ushi Brazil 1868- 44 F 1912- 1912-02- Wife Agriculture Labor Unknown
(i 5 I 10-04  yr 03-03 14 = E=5E
18684 443% 19123 1912628 (788) 10528

[P

- -

ﬁr*% Okinawa Prefectural Library
. Okinawan Genealogical Society of Hawaii
(©_ 4157 #5145 Center for Okinawa Migration Studies



Okinawan Migration Record Database
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These people were living at the SAME address and are probably related - study the [Relationship] column.
Also realize that there may others relatives living nearby as determined by the proximity of house numbers.
If this is your family you should click [Show] to see the travel record.

Last First Destination Birth Age Sex Travel Passport Relationship Travel Registered House View Record #
Name Name Country Date Date Date Purpose Domicle Number Relatives
1 Higa Ushi America 1869 5S54yr M 1924-04-02 Household Head Repeat Trip  Nakagami-gun 273
= #$ FTAUR (est) 10 19245F482H I=E= i=:1 Nakagusuku-mura
n/a mn Aza-Tomari
545 Show 33208
104 B =
=] B=
2 Higa Ryoju Philippines 1910- 17 yr M 1927-10-31  Household Head Farming Nakagami-gun 273
k= BE 74Uy 03-01 17 19275108 Ushi's & Grandson = Nakagusuku-mura
1910£3 31H BE4E Aza-Tomari Sh
& ow
= i EXTE
FEEEFET=FIH
=
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New Search | | Print |

Last Name, First Name:
Last Name Transcription:
Birth Year:

Age:

Sex:

Relationship:

Passport Number:
Passport Date:

Travel Date:

Travel Purpose:

Travel Approval Authority:
Travel Company:

Travel Company Location:
Home Prefecture:
Registered Domicile:
House Number:

Port of Departure:

Ship Name:

Destination Country:
Destination City:
Destination Area:

Reference Source Volume Page:

Voyage Number:
Record #:

Higa, Ushi

Fija Higa

1869-06 (estimated from Age and Passport and/or Travel Dates)
54 yr 10 mn

M (inferred from Relationship below)

Household Head

223205

1924-04-02

Repeat Trip

Kanagawa Prefecture

Okinawa-ken
Nakagami-gun Nakagusuku-mura Aza-Tomari
273

America
USA

Okinawa Kenshi Shiryohen 1912-1926 Vol: 19 Page: 220

33208

Okinawan Migration Record Database
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In the [Travel Purpose] field above, you may see "Yobiyose” which means "Summoning”. This means a person already in the

country has petitioned the immigration authorities to allow a spouse, family member, relative or even a friend to join him/her.
"Household Head" is the patrirach (male) of a group of families.
The Passport Number is not unigue. An individual could be issued a different number on a repeat trip. Also an entire family can

traval nndar ane nacennrt nuimhear @n it mav annear that nacenart nuimhare are dnnlicatad



Other Okinawa Sources

e Okinawan Mi%ration Record Database (Okinawa
Prefectural Library)

e https://opl.okinawan-migration.com/main.php

« Okinawa Genealogical Society of Hawaii
» https://ogsh.warubozo.com/home/

. Genealo/gical resources |
(https://lewchew.warubozo.com/main.php)

« Research support
(https://ogsh.warubozo.com/contact/)

© 2022-2023 Martinus Wolf
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Contacts

» Marty Wolf (JR)
¢« 916-545-5256

e marty wolf@stanfordalumni.org

e Facebook (Martinus Wolf)

(https://www.facebook.com/martinus.wolf.1)

» Japanese Family History (H4< D SRR )
Facebook Group
(https://www.facebook.com/groups/107699310
9374556)



mailto:marty_wolf@stanfordalumni.org
https://www.facebook.com/martinus.wolf.1
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1076993109374556
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1076993109374556
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