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Introduction 

This presentation demonstrates the value of using FamilySearch.org as a resource to help the 
attendee discover their lineage and answer questions of identity. Attendees learn to effectively use 
the Historical Records Collection, The Browse-only collections, the FamilySearch Catalog for 
books and microfilms, and the digital “Books” collections (a shared collections of over a dozen 
institutional libraries). Effective search techniques are taught. African American collections, some 
unique to FamilySeach.org, are highlighted. Links to additional webinars and Research Wiki 
articles found in the FamilySearch Learning Center and on the internet are included in the handout 
to assist the attendee in continuing their education and research beyond what is taught in class. 

Learning Objectives 

The attendee will learn effective search techniques for African American collections on 
FamilySearch.org as well as other features to support family history research.  

• FamilySearch Historical Records 
o There are thousands of digital collections available online at FamilySearch.org Many 

of the collections are indexed, some are unindexed or browse only. The 
FamilySearch Indexing program has a large volunteer workforce continually helping 
to index the records. 

o Indexed record collections 
o Browse only (unindexed) records 

 

• FamilySearch Catalog 
o The FamilySearch Catalog is a guide to birth, marriage, and death records; census 

records; church registers; books; periodicals; family histories and many other 
records that contain genealogical information. These records may be searchable 
online, on microfiche or microfilm, in a book or in a computer file. 

o Types of searches 
o Understanding the icons 

 

• FamilySearch Digital Books 
o The Family History Library is actively digitizing its family histories, local histories, 

and other collections to make them searchable and available online to researchers 
worldwide. Together with other world-renowned genealogical research partner 
libraries, the Family History Library is pleased to make its collections and its 
partners’ collections available together in the new online digital library.  

o How to search 
 

• FamilySearch Wiki 
o A free, online genealogy and family history guide that lists websites, provides 

research strategies, and suggests records and resources to help you find ancestors.  
o Untapped resource 
o African American articles 
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• FamilySearch Community 
o Community is FamilySearch’s newest help feature where you can easily find 

solutions and ask questions. 
o What is “Community” and how can it help 

 

• FamilySearch Learning Center  
o The FamilySearch Learning Center is the place to find free webinars on almost any 

genealogy subject, skill or locality. 
 

• Helpful Resources for African American Records  
o FamilySearch Research Wiki article African American Digital Bookshelf 

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/African_American_Digital_Bookshelf 
o FamilySearch Research Wiki article African American Genealogy 

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/African_American_Genealogy 

o FamilySearch Research Wiki article Researching African American Genealogy 
o https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Researching_African_American_Genealogy 
o FamilySearch Research Wiki article Southern Claims Commission 

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Southern_Claims_Commission 
o FamilySearch Research Wiki article African American Freedmen’s Bureau Records 

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/African_American_Freedmen%27s_Bureau_R
ecords 

o FamilySearch Webinar Mine the Gold: - Effectively Research Millions of New 
Freedmen’s Bureau Records from FamilySearch by Thom Reed  

o https://www.familysearch.org/ask/learningViewer/1001 

 

• Helpful Resources for Research Strategies 
o FamilySearch Research Wiki article How to Begin a Search for Your Ancestor 

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/How_to_Begin_a_Search_for_Your_Ancestor 

o FamilySearch Research Wiki article Research Logs  

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Research_Logs 
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